[Refractory thyroid cancers].
Refractory thyroid cancers include medullary and differentiated cancers with locally advanced disease that is not amenable to surgery or with distant metastases, differentiated thyroid carcinomas being refractory to radio-iodine treatment and all anaplastic carcinomas. These carcinomas are rare, with an estimated incidence in France of 350 new cases per year. Their management may benefit from the TUTHYREF network. Kinase inhibitors inhibit kinases of the VEGF receptors, and this inhibits angiogenesis, and some of these agents also inhibit other kinases of the MAPkinase pathway. These inhibitors are effective in differentiated and medullary thyroid cancers, and induce a partial response or a long-term stabilisation in more than half of patients. Their toxicity is significant and these treatments should be given only to selected patients with locally advanced or metastatic disease, with progression or with clinical symptoms.